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Glencolmcille Mountains, Bogs and Valleys Landscape Character Area is an area of 

elevated upland bog with river valleys and glacial valleys including the iconic 

Glencolmcille in the west and dramatic Glengesh in the east. This remote area has been 

historically isolated from the rest of the county owing in part to the physical boundary 

created by the mountain chain that runs from the north to south along the east of this 

LCA. Access to the area is via low lands along the south coast of the LCA and via 

Glengesh in the north.   

Glencolmcille is an archaeologically, historically and culturally important settlement in 

the far west of this Landscape Character area. There is a significant cluster of 

archaeological monuments in and around the settlement including a number dating from 

the Neolithic period.  The area also has strong links to Christianity being the location of a 

monastery of St Colmcille in the 6th century, links that have continued through history to 

the present day where there is still an annual turas of St Colmcille. All of this area is 

within the Gaeltacht, with associated strong cultural and linguistic qualities.  

Landscape Character types 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Large mostly inland LCA of upland mountain bogs and lakes with an underlying schist 
geology dissected by fertile agricultural valleys with quartzite bedrock and pockets of 
limestone geology at Glencolmcille and the north of this LCA. This area is surrounded 
by higher lands in all directions, except at Glencolmcille where it has a coastal edge, 
and along the south where the Glen River flows seawards from this area through 
lower fertile lands on adjoining LCA 34. 

• The coastal edge at Glen Bay adjacent to Glencolmcille is sandwiched between 
coastal cliffs to the north and south with rugged rocky outcrops and sea stacks. The 
bay curves into a low-lying sandy beach backed by sand dunes, low-lying fields 
beyond continue east into the valley of Glencolmcille. 

• Dispersed pattern of individual rural dwellings along the county road network located 
on and adjacent to fertile agricultural land along the river valleys. 

• Glengesh is a scenic and unique u-shaped glacial valley formed by retreating ice 
sheets during the last ice age, and is an important landscape feature of the county. 

 

Settlements 

• Glencolmcille: Glencolmcille is a 
distinct dispersed coastal Gaeltacht 
settlement of immense cultural 
vitality, located in low lying valley 
basin and enclosed by surrounding 
hills and mountains.  The settlement 
is named after St. Columba, who set 
up a monastery in the area during the 
6th Century. Rich in archaeological 
history, there are 23 recorded 
monuments, church ruins and turas 
throughout area, and also court tombs and portal tombs from the Mesolithic period. 
Glencolmcille is a strong tourism resource in this area, based on the culture, history 
and landscape.  

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Concentration of archaeological structures and sites within the west of the area, 
including a number of Recorded Monuments, date from the Neolithic period when the 

Map/list Seascape units 

Portions of Seascape Unit 14 and 15 overlap in the west of this landscape character area. 

Key characteristics uses: Highly elevated rugged mountainous area with high vegetated 
cliffs, tourism, agriculture and religious use. 
 

Coastal edge:High vegetated sea cliffs falling to a lower rocky edge in the middle of the bay. 
 

Visibility: Uninterupted views of the sea from points along the R263. 
 

Special featuress significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Turas and cultural associations with St Colmcille, concentration of archeaological monuments 
with excellent examples of court tombs and portal tombs and Napoleonic signal tower. 
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first farmers settled here and include examples of court tombs at Mainnéar na 
Mortlaidh and An Clochán Mór and portal tombs at Málainn Mhóir.  

• Strong cultural association with St Colmcille who reputedly lived and had a monastic 
centre in Glencolmcille valley in the 6th century. Turas Colmcille is dedicated to St. 
Colmcille and takes place each year on the 9th of June, it is the longest turas still 
practiced in Ireland consisting of 15 stations.  

• Irish language and cultural courses run throughout the year in this Gaeltacht area. 
• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 2 RPS structures and 29 

NIAH. 
• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies linear villages along road sides, that 

are partly a product of land re-organisation in the 19th century, when 5-acre farms 
were set out on mearing lines at right-angles to the roads.  There are also some 
areas of strip fields set out from the main areas of settlement, indicating intake of 
former rough ground.  The HLC also references the ‘Turas CholmCille’, a traditional 
pilgrimage route or round as of international significance, reinforcing the identity of 
the valley as a special “place apart”. This also links the valley in a chain of significant 
places associated with the life of Colmcille including (but not limited to) the Galway 
Aran Islands, Derry and Iona (in Scotland) 

Access and Recreation  

• The main access to the area is via Glengesh valley from the east and the R263 from 
the south.   

• Wild Atlantic Way follows the road network through this area from Ardara, west 
through Glengesh, where there is a viewing point, towards Glencolmcille and then 
southeast along the R263 towards Carrick. 

• Walking trails and routes throughout the landscape. 
• Strong tourism and leisure industry focused on the natural, cultural and historical 

elements of the landscape. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 64.12ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 
SPA), 646.1ha of NHA sites and 5,856ha of pNHA sites. 

• Biodiversity links created along the river network. 
• Important undisturbed bog landscape containing bog lakes. 

Forces for change 

• Linear one off residential development along the rural road network within the 
valleys. 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 
Glencolmcille. 

• Renewable energy development  
• Afforestation.  
• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 
• Coastal erosion 
• Under management of land. 
• Quarrying. 

 
 
 

 

 


